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Greetings Parents,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year and Room 107!

I am Mrs. Janet Hernandez, and I’'m excited to begin another wonderful year at Arborland Montessori
Children’s Academy. This marks my 13th year at Arborland and my 20th year in education. I am deeply
committed to providing the highest standard of Montessori education and fostering an environment where
children are encouraged to explore, learn, and grow.

It brings me great joy to welcome back our returning students and to get to know all of our new families. I
am truly honored to be a part of your child’s educational journey, and I look forward to a year filled with
excitement, joy, and meaningful learning experiences.

Lower Elementary is an important and exciting time in your child’s development—a time when students
begin to master reading, writing, fundamental math operations, and so much more. My goal is to ensure that
each child receives the attention and encouragement they need to thrive. I strive to make learning engaging,
enjoyable, and inspiring, helping every student cultivate a lifelong love for learning.

This year, I look forward to building a strong partnership with you to support your child’s growth and
success. Together, we can ensure your child reaches their full potential. I ask that you guide and support your
child’s learning by ensuring that he/she:

Attends school daily and arrives on time (8:30 am), ready for the day’s learning experience
Complete all homework assignments

Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve vocabulary and comprehension
Shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of his/her school life

Lastly, but most importantly, know that you expect him/her to succeed in school

As part of the elementary curriculum, students will learn math, language arts, social science, science, PE, art,
music, technology/digital citizenship, performing arts, public speaking, Spanish, and character education.
The subjects are taught as an integrated curriculum with increasing complexity over a 3-year-cycle. This
year’s social science curriculum will focus on a study of people and places in the United States and bring in
global and cultural learning about Africa. This year’s science curriculum will focus on physical science in
the fall and earth science in the spring.

Let’s work together to make this a joyful, enriching, and unforgettable school year!

Snack

We have a daily 10-minute snack time available for your child. Please send a small, nutritious snack such as
a granola bar, fruit, crackers, or juice. Kindly remind your child that chips are not allowed for snack. Please
also note that candy, gum, chocolate, nuts, and soda are not permitted at school. Additionally, we discourage



sharing of food for safety and health reasons. A microwave is not available during snack time.

Homework

Contrary to popular belief, Montessori students do receive homework. The Montessori approach is
continuous and extends into the home environment. Homework provides children with opportunities to
develop responsibility, time management, and wise decision-making. Homework packets for the week are
sent home every Friday to allow for planning and scheduling and due back the following Friday.

*Remember, children learn best by doing. They should be involved actively in daily life. They are capable,
energetic, and ready to take on responsibility.

Lunch

For children bringing lunch from home, a microwave is available to warm meals (not for cooking). If your
child brings instant noodles or macaroni and cheese, please prepare it at home and place it in a microwave-
safe container. We will gladly assist your child with warming it up.

Laptop

As part of our technology integration, students will use digital devices regularly throughout the year. Second
and third graders will need to bring a charged laptop or technology device starting the second week of
school. First graders will need to bring a charged laptop or technology device starting the third week of
school. Laptops will be used as an academic learning tool only. Non-academic games or activities are not
allowed on campus.

Show and Tell

Each child will have a scheduled day for Show and Tell. Items shared should be educational in nature—
souvenirs from trips, photographs, hobbies, special interests, or nature collections are great examples. Please
do not send toys. This activity helps students practice public speaking and share what is meaningful to them.

Parent-Teacher Communication
Jupiter

Jupiter Ed is the parent-teacher communication platform through which you will be able to see what your
child is learning and working on. It is updated weekly, and that will act as the clearest picture of your child’s
week-to-week learning.

Open communication between parents, students, and teachers is essential. While I enjoy seeing parents at
drop off and pick up, those times are often busy transition times and not ideal for in-depth conversations. If
you need to speak with me, please contact the office to schedule a convenient time for you and [ am more
than happy to meet with you.

Lastly, please take time to review our school handbook available at:
www.arborland.com — Parent’s Corner — Parent Handbook

I am looking forward to a wonderful and productive school year with you and your child!

Warm regards,
Mrs. Janet Hernandez, M.A. Ed
Classroom 107 Montessori Teacher


https://www.arborland.com/
https://www.arborland.com/

Supplies Needed — To be brought 1%t day of School

e One 5-subject notebook college ruled (red for 1st grade, green for 2nd grade, blue for 3rd
grade)

Three 1-subject notebook (red for 1st grader, green for 2nd grade, blue for 3rd grade)
One white 122-inch three ring binder for weekly homework

2 packs of hypoallergenic baby wipes to maintain daily cleanliness of their desks

1 pack assorted bright colored card stock paper

2 pocket folders

1 set of markers

1 set of crayons

1 set of colored pencils

2 white glue

4 glue sticks

Erasers

Sharpener

Pencils

Dictionary

Laptop/Chrome Book/Technology Device with keyboard

Art mixed media sketchbook



