
 

 

July 2025 

Dear Classroom G Families, 

  

Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year! I’m Ms. Madeline and I’m so thrilled to be your child’s 

Upper Elementary teacher! It is a joy to lead Room G and I couldn’t be happier to begin a new 

school year alongside everyone. 

  

Introduction  

Arborland has been a part of my life for a long time. I started here as a 3-year-old student and 

went on to graduate in 6th grade. Even after I moved on, I always found myself drawn back to 

Arborland. Over the years, I’ve worked as a child care teacher, led Lower and Upper Elementary 

summer sessions, and served as an assistant teacher for Upper Elementary Room 206. All of 

these experiences inspired me to pursue and complete my Multiple Subject teaching credential 

from California State University, Fullerton. 

  

The start of a new school year always brings a sense of excitement and anticipation. I also 

understand that every transition can come with its own set of nerves, for both students and 

parents. As your child’s teacher, my goal is to make this transition as smooth as possible and to 

ensure that each student feels valued, respected, and safe in our classroom.   

  

I strive to create a thoughtful, engaging environment where our students can continue building 

the essential habits, skills, and curiosity that will serve them throughout their lives. I want each 

child to discover the joy of learning on their own and feel confident in their ability to explore 

new ideas. Every day, I’m dedicated to encouraging, guiding, and supporting them, all while 

making their Montessori journey enriching, meaningful, and of course fun! 

 

Technology in the Classroom 

Due to our curriculum, students must bring in their personal technology device, which must have 

a physical keyboard attached (or a detachable keyboard). The devices will be used as academic 

learning tools only. Please disable messaging apps, as these may distract your child during 

class. Non-academic games during school hours - in or out of the classroom - will not be 

permitted at any time. Students will use their devices for curriculum work, test practice, typing 

programs, presentations, writing curriculum, and research. Please allow for your child to have 

access to Gmail, Canva, Blooket, Typing Club, and have access to Google Docs, Slides, and 

Forms. 

  



 

For students who don’t yet have a Gmail account, we strongly recommend creating one in a 

professional format, such as “firstnamelastname@gmail.com.” This becomes increasingly 

important as they progress through our program, and we’ve found it’s much easier to establish a 

professional email early on rather than scrambling to set one up later. All assignments will need 

to be submitted to me through their Gmail account. Please also ensure your child either 

memorizes their password or keeps it handy on a sticky note attached to their device. 

 

If you feel the need to send your child with a cellphone or smartwatch to school, certain 

classroom rules apply, and we request that you please discuss these with your child. The phone 

must stay in their backpack. Both phone and smartwatch must be switched to off or airplane 

mode while at school. This is to ensure that calls or messages are not a distraction during school 

hours. If you or your child has a message for each other, our Front Office can help. If these rules 

are not followed, the phone and smartwatch will be turned into the Front Office for the parent or 

guardian to pick up. 

  

Homework 

Our homework policy is designed to reinforce what students are learning in class, with 

assignments given out daily. We’ll go over this policy in more detail during Parent’s Night. 

Students are expected to record their homework each day in a designated planner or notebook. In 

addition, a daily reading time—typically around 30 minutes—is assigned. We encourage you to 

take an active interest by listening to your child read and ensuring their homework is completed. 

  

Supply List  

Please send your child on the first day of school with the listed supplies. If you are unsure about 

anything on the list, please feel free to reach out to clarify before purchasing. Kindly ensure your 

child has all the necessary supplies, while also ensuring that these items won’t become a 

distraction. 

  

● Laptop/iPad/Tablet 

o   With physical keyboard 

o   Must charge night before 

● 5 Composition Notebooks - No spirals, please! They tend to fall apart. 

o   Wide-Ruled (4th Grade ONLY) 

o   College-Ruled (5th & 6th Grade) 

●  2 graph paper Composition Books 

●  5 two-pocket folders (1 for each subject listed)  

o   Homework (Blue plastic, three prongs) 

o   Social Science (Orange plastic, three prongs) 

o   Science (Green plastic, three prongs) 

o   Spanish 



 

o   Music 

● 8.5”x11” Weekly planner (Sturdy binding with enough space to write down 

class/homework log) 

● 1-inch Binder with Clear Pocket on Front (aka View Binder) 

● Inch/Centimeter ruler, protractor 

● Construction paper (mixed colors, 50 sheets) 

●  Lined paper  

o   4th - WIDE ruled  

o   5th & 6th - COLLEGE ruled 

●  3x5 Index Cards (quantity needed 300) 

●  2 packages of unscented baby wipes (for safe desk cleaning) 

● 1 pencil case  

● Highlighters 

● Two thick and two thin black Sharpies 

● Pencils (minimum of 12 as they tend to disappear) 

● Pencil Sharpener  

● Colored pens (for correcting) 

● Eraser 

● Small/Medium scissors 

● Colored pencils 

● Markers 

● Glue sticks (3) 

● Art Mixed Media Sketchbook 

   

Additional Classroom Info  

Class will begin at 8:30am every day. Please ensure your child arrives on time to get the very 

best start to the day. When a child arrives late, it disrupts the latecomer as well as the lesson in 

progress, and he/she misses vital information and directions for the day.  

 

Jupiter Ed is the parent-teacher communication platform through which you will be able to see 

what your child is learning and working on. It is updated weekly, and that will act as the clearest 

picture of your child’s week-to-week learning.  

  

Birthdays are celebrated with a creative activity in which all children participate. The birthday 

child may bring in a simple treat to share. Please remember that no candy, gum, nuts or soda is 

allowed at school. Please do not hesitate to check with me if you are unsure of what to bring.  

  

Students will have a snack time in the morning, so please be sure to send a snack with your child. 

If your child eats breakfast early, it’s especially important to pack a healthy snack to help keep 



 

their energy steady throughout the day. We kindly ask that you avoid sending chips, cookies, or 

other sugary treats, as we want to encourage nutritious choices. 

I wish to keep your students healthy and safe. That being said, please kindly see the following 

guidelines: 

1.     Students must stay home if they are ill, which includes vomiting, diarrhea, 

coughing, runny-nose, et.  

2.     Students who are not feeling well should be resting at home. Time will be 

allotted for them to catch up. 

3.     Wash hands frequently with soap for at least 20 seconds. Hand sanitizers are 

welcome.  

4.     Regularly clean tables after each meal. 

5.     Respect each other’s personal space. 

For more information, you are requested to look through the school handbook which is available 

in the “Parent’s Corner” tab on our school website at www.arborland.com.  

I am very excited to meet all my new students and welcome back my returning students in a few 

weeks. See you all soon! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Ms. Madeline  

Upper Elementary Lead Teacher 

http://www.arborland.com/

